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But as it often happens, that the Time will not 
permit for the Fellow Craft’s Lecture, they dofe 
the Lodge, which is done much in the fame Method 
as that of Opening. The Senior Warden declares it 
in the following Words, ** It is our Matter’s Will 
and Pleafure that this Lodge ftand clofed till the 
Firft or Third Wednefday in next Month,” accor- 
ing to the Night the Lodge is held. Then the Maf- 
ter, Wardens, Deacons, Secretary, &c. take off the 
Enfigns and Ornaments from their Necks, and every 
one is at Liberty to depart or ftay longer, as they 
think proper j every Thing of Mafonry is excluded } 
they talk of what they pleafe, and ling various 
Songs, for the Amufement of each other. 

I fhall now proceed to the Second Degree of 
Mafons, called the Fellow-Crafts ; that is, one who 
has ferved his Time juftly and lawfully as an En- 
tered Apprentice, and defires to become more per- 
fcft in Mafonry, by being admitted a Fellow-Craft. 
But in moft Lodges at this Time, they are made 
Entered Apprentices and Fellow-Crafts the lame 
Evening. The Ceremony is the fame, though they 
have different Lettures, Pafs-Word and Grip be- 
longing to each. 

The Fellow Craft's -Left ure. 

Maf. -QROTHER, are you a Fellow 
Craft? 

Anf. 1 am. Try me, prove me. 

Maf Where was you made a Fellow Craft? 

Anf. In a juft and lawful Lodge. 

Maf. How was you prepared to be made a Fel- 
low Craft? 

Anf. I was neither naked, nor cloathed, bare- 
foot, nor food-, in a halting moving Pofture: de- 
prived of all Metal, I was led to the Door of the 
Lodge by the Hand of a Brother. 

Msf 
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Maf. How got you Admittance ? 

Anf. By Three diftind Knocks. 

Maf. What was faid to you within? 

Anf. Who comes there ? 

Maf. Your Anfwer, Brother? 

Anf. One who hath ferved his Time juftly and 
awfully as an Entered Apprentice, and now begs 
:o become more perfect in Mafonry, by being ad- 
mitted a Fellow Craft. 

Maf. How do you expedt to attain to this De- 
gree?! 

Anf By the Benefit of a Pdfs -Word. 

Maf. Have you got that Pafs-Word ? 

Anf l have. 

Maf Give it me. Brother. 

Anf SHIBBOLETH*. 

Maf What did he then fay to you? 

Anf Pafs, Shibboleth. 

Maf. What became of you then ? 

Anf I was led twice round the Lodge. 

Maf. Where did you meet wirh the firft Oppo- 
sition ? 

Anf. At the Back of the Senior Warden, where 
I made the fame Repetition as at the Door. 

Maf. Where did you meet with the fecond Op- 
pofition ? 

Anf At the Back of the Matter, where I re- 
peated the fame as before. 

MaJ. What did he dc with you ? 

Anf He ordered me back to the Senior War- 
den. to receive Inftru&ions. 

Maf. What Inftru&ions did he give you ? 

Anf He taught me to fhew the Mafter my due 
Guard, and to take two Steps upon the fecond Step 

• S H I B B O L E T H, the Pafs-Word of a Fellow Craft, 
fignifies Pltntjt. See the lath Chapter of the Book of 
Judges. 

of 
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of a Right angled oblong Square, with my Right 
Knee bent bare, my Left Root forming a Square, 
my Body upright, my Right Hand on the Holy Bi- 
ble, my Left Arm fupported by the Point of the 
Compafles, forming a Square,; where i took the 
Obligation of a Fellow Craft, 

Maf Have you got that Obligation, Brother? 
Anf I have. Right Worlhipfui. 

Maf. Can you repeat it ? 

Anf I’ll do my Endeavour, Right Worlhipful, 
with your Afiiftance. 

Maf. Pray ftand up, and let the Brethren hear it. 


« 


Tm Obligation of a Fallow Craft. 


j" °f my own Free Will and Accord, 

and in the Prefence of Almighty God, and this 
Right Worlhipful Lodge, dedicated to St. 
John, do hereby fwear, that I will always hale, 
conceal, and never reveal that Part of a Fel- 
low Craft to an Entered Apprentice, or either 
of them, except it be in a true and lawful 
Lodge of Crafts, him or them whom I fhall 
find to be fuch, after juft Trial and Examina- 
tion.-*-! do furthermore fwear, that I will an- 
fwcr aii Signs and Summonfes, fent to me from 
a Lodge of Crafts, within the Length of a Ca- 
bie-Tow *' I aIfor * car > thatI w ‘o not, wrong 
a Brother, nor lee him wronged, but give him 
timely Notice of all approaching Dangers 
whatfoever, as far as in me is. I will alfo 
ferve a Brother as much as lies in my Power, 
without .being detrimental to myfelf or Family ; 
and I will keep all my Brother's Secrets as my 
own, that fhall be delivered to me as fuch, Mur- 

E * A Cable-Tow h Three Miles in Length ; & that if * 
Fellow Craft is that Diflaacefro* his Lodge, he is not culpa- 
blc on Account of Non- Attendance* 
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** der and Treafon excepted. — All this I fwear 
ct frith a firm and fteady Refolution to perform 
“ the fame, without any Equivocation or He- 
** fitation in me whatfoever, under n6 lefs Pcnal- 
“ ty thm to have my Heart tom from my naked 
“ Left Breaft, and given to the Vultures of the 
“ Air as a Prey, So help me God, and keep me 
“ ftedfaft in this my Fellow Craft’s Obligation.” 

[Kijfes the Book,"] 

Maf. Thank you. Brother. — After you received 
this Obligation, pray what was fhewn to you"? 

Anf. The Sign of a Fellow-Craft. 

Maf. Pray give it me. 

Anf. I will, Right Worlhipful. 

[He ftands up, and puts his Right-Hand to his 
Left Breaft, keeping his Thumb fquare ; and 
his Left Hand railed up, fo as to form a 
Square.] 

Maf. What was the next Thing done to you ? 

Anf. He took me by the Right Hand, and gave 
me the Grip and Word of a Fellow-Craft, and the 
Pafs-Grip*. 

Maf. What did he then do to you ? 

Anf. He took me by the Right-Hand, and faid. 
Rife, Brother Jackin. 

Maf. What followed after that. Brother ? 

Anf. He ordered me back, when every Thing 
I had been diverted .of was reftored, and I was 
brought in again in order to return Thanks *j\ 

* The Pafs-Grip is thus performed : You mull put your 
Thumb-Nail. between the Firfi and Second Joint of the Right- 
Hand, and whifper the Word SHIBBOLETH. The 
Grip of a Fellow-Craft is by putting the Thumb-Nail on the 
Second joint of the Right-Hand, and the Word is J A K I N. 

f The Ceremony of returning Thanks is the fame as the 
Entered Apprentice’s, excepting thi$,/ir admitting me a 
Craft. 

V Maf. 
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Maf Being thus admitted, Brother, did you 
ever work as a Craft ? 

Anf Yes, Right Worfhipful, in building the 
Temple. 

Maf Where did you receive your Wages ? 

Anf. In the Middle Chamber. 

Maf When you came to the Door of the Mid- 
dle Chamber, pray who did you fee ? 

Anf A Warden. 

Maf What did he demand of you ? 

Anf. The Pals -Word of a Fellow-Craft. 

Maf Did you give it him ? 

Anf I did, Right Worlhipful. 

Maf Pray, what is it ? 

Anf SHIBBOLETH, 

Maf How got you to the Middle Chamber ? 
Anf Through the Porch. 

Maf Did you fee any Thing worth your No- 
tice ? 

Anf I did, RjghtWorlhipful. 

Maf What was it ? 

Anf Two fine Brafs Pillars. 

Maf What are their Names ? 

Anf J ACH IN and BOA Z. 

Maf How high were thefe Pillars ? 

Atf Thirty-five Cubits, with a Chapiter Five 
Cubits*, which made it Forty in the whole. 

[This is defcribed more clearly in the 3d Chap- 
ter of the Second Book of Chronicles, Verfc 
I5 th 0 

The Reader is here to underSand, that there are Three 
Sorts of Cubits i the King’s Cubit, Three Englift Feet ; the 
Holy Cubit, One. Foot Sk inches j and the common Cubit, 
T went jr-one Inches. The Cubit mentioned in the Old Tefta- 
mmt is the Holy Cubit, which is One Foot Sk Inches. 

Maf 
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Maf. What were they ornamented with, Brother? 

Anf.Two Chapiters, each Five Cubits in Heighth. 

Maf, What where they adorned with befides ? 

Anf. Lilly-work, Net- work, and Pomegranates, 

Maf. Were they hollow. Brother ? 

Anf. Yes, Right W'orfhipful. 

Maf How thick was the out fide Coat ? 

Anf Four Inches. 

Maf Where were they caft ? 

Anf On the plain of Jordan , between Succoib 
and Zartba, in Clay Ground, where all Solomon s 
Holy Veffels were caft. 

Maf Who caft them, Brother ? 

Anf Hiram Abiff, the Widow’s Son. 

This generally finifhes the Fellow Craft’s Lec- 
ture, and very few Lodges go fo far in their Quel- 
tions and Anfwers-, therefore, in order to enliven tne 
Company, the Mafter afks fome good Singer to 
favour them with the following Song, which I 
have heard lung with great Energy and Rapture 
throughout the Lodge, every Brother bearing a 
Part in the Chorus. 

The FELLOW-CRAFT’S SONG. 

T T A I L, Mafonry ! thou Craft divine ! 

JH Glory of Earth, from Heaven reveal’d. 
Which doft with Jewels precious fhine. 

From all but Mafons Eyes conceal’d. 

Chorus. 

Thy Praifes due who can rehearfe. 

In nervous Profe, or flowing Verfe? 

Fa Jis 

I 
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As Men from Brutes diftinguifh’d arer, 
A Mafon other Men cxceis. 

For what’s In Knowledge choice or rare 
But in his Breaft fecurely dwells ! 


Chorus. 

His filent Breaft and faithful Heart 
Preferve the Secrets of the An. 

From fcorching Heat, and piercing Cold, 
From Beafts, whofe Roar the Foreft rends > 
From the Affaults of Warriors bold. 

The Mafons Art Mankind defends. 

Chorus. 

Be to this Art due Honour paid. 

From which Mankind receives fuch Aid. 

Enfigns of State, that feed our Pride, 
Diftinftions troublefome and vain. 

By Mafons true are laid afide : 

Arts free-born Sons fuch Toys difdain, 

Chos us. 

Ennobled by the Name they bear, 
Diftiriguilh’d by the Badge * they wear. 

Sweet Fellowfhip, from Envy free. 

Friendly converfe of Brotherhood ! 

The Lodge’s lafting Cement be. 

Which hats for Ages firmly flood. 

Chorus. 

A Lodge, thus built, for Ages paft. 

Has lifted, and will for ever laft. 


i 
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Then in our Songs be Juftice done 

To thofe who have enrich’d the Art* 

From Jabal down to Burlington *; 

And let each Brother bear a Part. 

Chorus. 

Let noble Mafons Healths go round, 

Their Praife in lofty Lodge refound. 

In Company, the Fellow-Craft takes the Pot 
or Gl|fs, and draws it acrofs his Left Breaft, and 
touches it j the Penalty being this, that he would 
fooner have his Heart torn from his Left Breaft, 
and given to the Fowls of the Air, than difcover 
the Secrets of Mafonry. Sometimes this is done 
with the Right Hand only, as it is lefs taken No- 
tice of by Strangers. 

Having given the Entered Apprentice and Fel- 
low Craft's Part, I now proceed to the third and 
laft Degree of Mafonry, which is termed the Maf. 
t or' s Part, it being performed in the lame Manner 
as the other two, viz. by Way of Queftion and 
Anfwer, and is as follows ; 

Majltr. T3 ROTHER, where have you been ? 

Anf r> In the Weft. 

Maf. And where are you going ? 

Anf. TotheEaft. 

Maf Why do you leave the Weft and go to the 
Eaft ? 

Anf Becaufe the Light of the Gofpel was firft 
jhewn in the Eaft. 

Maf What are you going to do in the Eaft? 

Anf To feek for a Lodge of Matters. 

• XwrJimjttM was the late Grand Matter; at prefcnt Lord 
Abtrdtur fills the Station ; and they makeUfe of his Name 
accordingly. 

Maf 



